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Ideology of Finland’s Education System: Competition
Replaced by Common Good

Lin, Shu-Hua
Teacher, Taipei Municipal Xiyuan Elementary School
Chang, Fen-Fen
Professor & Chair, Department of learning and Materials Design, University of Taipei

Abstract

In recent years, though there have been numerous domestic studies exploring the
education system of Finland, few of them examined the ideology supporting that
system. .Instead of offering synopsis of Finland’s education system, the study examined
the ideas of Finnish education system and policies. After all, the orientation of ideas
hidden in them may be more valuable. Through analyzing the ideology of Finnish
education system, this study helped the readers gain insight into the unique educational
ideals and actions supporting this country’s successful education experience. A key
notion here is that for Finnish learning organizations and individuals, which include
schools, teachers and students, the focus is on common good rather than competitions.
This paper comprises three parts. First, the investigators discussed the education reform
in Finland, starting from the booming of this small nation. In this section, the
investigators introduced major education reform policies of Finland chronologically. In
the second part, the investigators described characteristics of Finland’s education,
comprising good quality elementary school teachers, smart education responsibility
divisions, and an honesty and trust based social culture. In the third part, the
investigators analyzed Finland’s anti-competition ideas and actions. The six education
concepts reviewed by the investigators were equality, homogeneity, learning, justice,
evaluation and competition. For the last part, the investigators summarized inspirations
gained from the Finnish education system, and this section included lessons learned
from Finland regarding attaining competitiveness from overlooking it, and reflections
for Taiwan in terms of the trend of students and inter-school competitions.

Keywords: Education system, Finland, Accountability, Comparative education,
Common good
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The Study of Promoting Learning Community Pilot

Program in Hsinchu Count
Chun-Hsien Wu,
Professor & Chairperson, Graduate Institute of Education & Center for Teacher Education, Providence
University
Chin-Hui Wu*
Assistant Professor, Department of Marketing and Logistics Management, Chung Chou University of
Science and Technology
Chia-Hui Yang,
Teacher, Jhushan Elementary School ,Nantou County

Abstract

The educational concept of "learning community"” proposed by Prof. Sato Manabu
has not only gained overwhelming attention in the Ease Asia, Europe, and US, but also
become a noted subject in the field of education in Taiwan. The underlying reasons for
its popularity are: First, “the simultaneous pursuit of quality and equality” in “learning
community” is the fundamental reformation concept in education, conforming to the
needs that 21st-century societies and citizens have. Second, “learning community”
claims the guarantee of the right to learn for each child, meeting the education
philosophies proposed by the 12-year Basic Education (i.e., education for all, education
tailored to the individual, education to cultivate an understanding of one's self and the
job market, and education to reach achievement). As the proverb goes, “An advice from
others may help one's defects”. The current education in Taiwan has been experiencing
major transformation and many scholars have been expecting “learning community” to
be an effective strategy for improving the current educational condition. Keeping up
with the educational transformation, Hsinchu County has promoted the preliminary
research entitled as “Classroom observation and learning community” since the 2013
Academic Year. The current study aimed to investigate the status quo, problems and
implementation effectiveness faced by elementary and secondary schools in Hsinchu
County while participating in the preliminary plan of “learning community”.

Keywords: learning community, classroom observation, lesson study
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