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Challenges and Difficulties in Implementing
Integrated English Teaching in Preschools

Ya-Ling Chen
Professor, Department of Early Childhood Education, National Pingtung University

Abstract

This paper systematically examines the current state of integrated English

teaching in Taiwanese preschools and the multifaceted challenges it faces. The
article first traces the evolution of Taiwan’ s early childhood English integration
policies, which have gradually shifted from an initially restrictive stance to
guidelines emphasizing natural integration, and clarifies the definition and diverse
implementation methods of English integration. The research identifies numerous
challenges facing integrated English teaching in preschools, including teachers’ lack
of experience and confidence in English instruction, ambiguous integration concepts
without consensus, fragmentation of teaching content, difficulties in balancing
intentionality and naturalness, problems with sporadic learning, and collaboration
difficulties between teaching partners. In response to these difficulties, the paper
proposes systematic improvement strategies, including establishing an “integration
spectrum” framework, systematizing integrated teaching design, implementing a
tiered teacher support system, balancing intentionality and naturalness, innovative
learning center design, and structured group activity design. This paper emphasizes
that effective integrated English teaching requires multi-party collaboration, from
educational authorities providing clear policy guidelines to preschools establishing
professional learning communities and teachers continuously enhancing their
capabilities. The ultimate goal is to transform English from an object of learning into

a tool for communication, allowing young children to experience English in natural

contexts and cultivate interest and confidence in language learning. °

Keywords : Early childhood education, integrated English teaching, early childhood

bilingual education challenges, bilingual policy
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