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Abstract

This study explores the application and implications of John Dewey’ s aesthetic
experience theory in the context of musical performance. Dewey emphasized that
aesthetic experience emerges from the interaction between individuals and their
environment, characterized by continuity, emotional engagement, and practical
participation. These ideas offer profound insights into the emotional expression
and artistic interpretation within musical performance. This paper first outlines
Dewey’ s core concepts, including the connection between art and daily life, the
spirit of innovation and experimentation, and the dynamic interaction between art
and aesthetics. It then analyzes four major perspectives derived from Dewey’ s
theory as applied to music performance: (1) the origin and continuity of aesthetic
experience, (2) the interplay between art and aesthetic response, (3) the integration of
scientific thinking and artistic creativity, and (4) the role of emotion and imagination
in performance. Finally, the study proposes practical strategies for teaching and
performance, such as immersive learning, diversified interpretation, interdisciplinary
integration, and personalized musical expression, to deepen the aesthetic experience
in music. By adopting Dewey’ s perspective, this paper aims to broaden the

understanding of musical performance and promote innovation in both music

education and artistic practice.

Keywords : John Dewey, musical performance, aesthetic experience, arts education,

emotional expression, innovative practice
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