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Exploring Improper Discipline and Corporal
Punishment in Preschools: Relevant Laws,
Administrative Perspectives, and Judicial Views in
Light of the Convention on the Rights of the Child

Yi-Hsuan, Chan
National Taiwan Normal University Department of Education PhD student

Abstract

The Convention on the Rights of the Child reveals that "Children do not lose their
human rights by virtue of passing through the school gates." However, cases of
improper discipline and corporal punishment in preschools have been reported
occasionally. In order to create a friendly preschool environment, educators and
policymakers should reflect on the laws and regulations related to improper discipline
and corporal punishment from the perspective of children's rights. This article explains
the idea of the Convention on the Rights of the Child, analyzes the laws and regulations
related to improper discipline and corporal punishment and the judicial practices of
administrative and judicial organs, and makes recommendations on the current situation
based on Convention on the Rights of the Child. The following are eight
recommendations:

1. Parents and teachers should work together to protect and treat children as rights
holders.

2. All forms of physical or mental violence should be considered improper discipline
and corporal punishment.

3. The development of children should be considered to formulate regulations on

children’s counseling and discipline.

4. Investigation teams should include experts and scholars with practical experience
in counseling and early childhood education.

5. The principles of children’s rights should be incorporated into the curriculum for
child development and included as a topic in professional development training.

6. The adjustment in response to improper discipline should be accompanied by
counseling-based interventions.

£ 15 H




EEy e AT 0 2023 0 12 (7) » H 154-177

7. Government authorities should consider involving relevant stakeholders in the
design and establishment of regulations based on the principles of the Convention
on the Rights of the Child.

8. A comprehensive re-evaluation of the structure and operation of preschools should
be conducted.

Keywords: Convention on the Rights of the Child, Early Childhood Education and Care
Act, Improper Discipline, Corporal Punishment, Children and Youth
Protection
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