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Abstract

In 2015, the United Nations released 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs),
the core spirit of which is to address real-world problems and pursue equitable well-
being for all people regardless of race, gender, age, and class. How can Taiwan's higher
education, long regarded as a system with a special social status, exert its influence to
achieve the SDGs' key goals? Looking at recent education policies, the Ministry of
Education (MOE) has formally promoted the University Social Responsibility (USR)
program since 2018, which aims to encourage higher education faculty and students to
go beyond the academic ivory tower and enter the local community to solve real-life
problems, while also adhering to the SDGs' sustainability education targets. This paper
argues that the USR philosophy shares the same spirit as David Kolb's experiential
learning theory, which is based on the interaction between faculty and students and their
surroundings. Therefore, this paper will use Kolb's theory to analyze how the practice
of higher education in China, promoted through the USR program, can contribute to the
achievement of the United Nations' key sustainability indicators. Kolb's experiential
learning theory integrates the fields of cognitive science, psychology, and neurology.
Therefore, this paper will also attempt to use theories from these fields as circumstantial
evidence to analyze how higher education practices social responsibility and integrates
the concept of sustainability through experiential learning theory, providing a direction
that higher education can refer to and adjust when practicing social responsibility and
sustainability goals in the future.

Keywords: Higher Education, USR, Experiential Learning Theory, Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs)
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