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Indonesian-as-Foreign-Language Proficiency Test :

Can It Accurately Estimate the Language Proficiency

of College Beginning Learners in Taiwan?
Kimyung KENG
Tamkang University Department of Global Politics and Economics English-taught Program Assistant
Professor

Abstract

The purpose of this research is to explore an Indonesian language proficiency test
— Indonesian as Foreign Language Exam (Tes Bahasa Indonesia sebagai Bahasa Asing,
TIBA) cohosted by universities from Indonesia and Taiwan; the author wants to
investigate whether TIBA’s difficulty suitable and able to estimate accurately the
Indonesian language proficiency of beginning learners in the colleges and universities
in Taiwan. To conduct regression analysis, the author took TIBA scores of his 14
students and compared with their college grades in Indonesian language in the past 6
semesters; the result showed that TIBA did not accurately reflect students’ Indonesian

language grades and academic performances in college.

Therefore, the author further compared TIBA with a German language proficiency
test and with another Indonesian language proficiency test hosted by a national
university in Taiwan; the comparison proved that TIBA’s difficulty-division system is
still unmatured and thus hard to accurately estimate the proficiency of beginning
learners. Finally, the author suggests that the development of Indonesian language
proficiency test in Taiwan should learn from more matured, better developed
Vietnamese language proficiency test system, in order to more accurately estimate the
Indonesian proficiency of beginning learners in college and better fit the academic

surrounding in Taiwan.

Keywords: Indonesian, language proficiency test, second foreign language, regression
analysis.
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