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Use Lee Shulman’s Pedagogical Reasoning and
Action Model to Explore the Process of Teachers’
Transformation: Take the Elementary School

Mandarin Teaching as an Example
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National Dong Hwa University / Department of Education and Human Potentials Development / PhD
student

Abstract

Because the scientifically verified principles were not easy to be observed and be
aware of the complexity in the classroom, the researcher tried to lead the readers into
the teaching scene and present the teaching. By viewing Lee Shulman's pedagogical
reasoning and action model as the frame, the researcher observed a grade 2 elementary
school teacher’s Mandarin teaching transformation process through different case study
methods, such as document analysis, classroom observation, interview and teaching
reflection. The researcher combined the practical knowledge of the researcher,
constructed "Pedagogical Content Knowledge" and developed the " Mandarin teaching
transformation model " with the teacher in the case study jointly. Therefore, the purpose
of this research is to explore how teachers conduct teaching transformation in the
process of Mandarin teaching, teacher’s knowledge related to teaching transformation
and influencing factors, and understand how teachers can improve their teaching
through reflection to achieve professional growth. The research findings: (1) Mandarin
teaching must go through three stages: pre-teaching stage, middle stage and post-
teaching stage, and there is a recursive phenomenon in the process. (2) The case study
teacher’s Content knowledge, pedagogical knowledge and student characteristic
knowledge are the basis for constructing Pedagogical Content Knowledge. (3) The
main factor that affects teaching transformation is "Content knowledge". (4) "Practical
knowledge" provided by the expert teachers' intervention contributes to teaching
transformation. (5) Pre-teaching textbook analysis is the key to pedagogical reasoning
and transformation. (6) The case study teacher’s teaching transformation focuses on the
understanding of "learners", which makes up for the shortcomings of Shulman's
pedagogical reasoning concept centered on subject matter knowledge. (7) Analyzing
the case study teacher’s teaching process as the tool for examining teacher’s teaching
transformation to construct a model of reasoning and action in Mandarin teaching.
Based on the research findings, the researcher put forward relevant suggestions to

improve teaching transformation.

Keywords: Pedagogical Content Knowledge, pedagogical reasoning and action,
practical knowledge, teaching case, teaching transformation
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