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Problems and Perspectives for Implementing the
Entrance System of Senior High and Vocational
High Schools in Taiwan’s 12-year National Basic

Education Program

Jeng-Jye Hwang
Chair Professor, Graduate Institute of Education, Providence University
President, Association for Taiwan Educational Review

Abstract

Taiwan’s Twelve-year National Basic Education Program (TNBEP), which is
universal, non-compulsory, tuition-free for all those pursuing vocational and technical
education and for those pursuing senior high education with family annual income
less than NT$1,480,000, is formally put into practice in 2014. In this new program,
most junior high graduates(JHA) enter senior high and vocational high schools at
entrance district through either exam-free admission (at least 75% of assigned
enrolment quota ) or exam admission for special learning programs(at most 259%). All
grade nine students are required to take “comprehensive Assessment for Junior High
School Students” (CA-JHSS) in May. The “exam-free” admission, actually is set only
for the high school with an expected number of enrolment less than its assigned
enrolment quota, if not, a high school has to select by multiple performance criteria,
including CA-JHSS grades. The whole new student recruitment period for senior high
and vocational high schools in TNBEP lasts from March to Mid-August, the JHA,
parents and education commentators express their great anxiety and severe criticism.
This paper analyzes the features and implementation status of TNBEP’s high school
entrance system, explores disputes and problems shown in various media reports, and

finally proposed suggestions for high school entrance system, exam-free admission,

exam admission for special learning programs, CA-JHSS, national basic education,

school quality improvement and school distribution, etc.

Keywords: Twelve-year National Basic Education Program (TNBEP), Basic
Education, Entrance System, Senior High School, Vocational High
School
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The selection and setting of grading standards

in physical education
Wei, Feng-Min
Ph.D. Candidate, Department of Physical Education, National Taiwan Normal University
Shy, Deng-Yau
Associate Professor, Department of Physical Education, National Taiwan Normal University

Abstract

The question about how to select and set the grading standards usually
bothered in-service PE teachers. In the regard, this study tried to examine what the
norm- and criterion-referenced standards were and what the substantial meaning was.
By providing the grading of motor skills as the example, this study alternately utilized
both standard systems in the grading practice to promote the connection between
theory and practice in education. As a result, we argued that the selection and setting
of grading standards should base on not only theories of measurement and assessment,
but on teachers’ daily teaching practice since adopting norm- or criterion-referenced
standards has its pros and cons under different physical education circumstances.
Moreover, as part of educational evaluation and a value-involved ordering process
from our thinking and experience, grading has necessarily benefited the curriculum
implementation and teaching practice in physical education. From our examination,
implications and suggestions for PE teachers, education researchers and policy
administrators in the future were discussed in the final conclusion section.

Keywords: grading, norm-referenced, criterion-referenced, curriculum
implementation, teaching practice
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An Exploration of Enhancing the Operation of
Professional Learning Community for Elementary

and Secondary School Teachers
SIOU-CHUN WU

Abstract

To enhance the quality of education, the operation of the primary and secondary
teachers' professional learning community is currently an important educational
policy. The aim of this syudy is to explore effective practices of teachers' professional
learning community at elementary and secondary schools. This study first explored
the meaning and characteristics of teacher professional learning community. And then
based on the theoretical basis, further analyzed and consolidated related research
papers and document, to summarize the individual aspect, school aspect and the
competent educational authorities. And propose nine effective practices are as follows:
1. to motivate teachers to participate; 2. to promote cooperative learning dialogue and
reflection, 3. construct a culture of teacher leadership, 4. fully supports of the
administration, 5. develop incentives, 6. to create a harmonious atmosphere in order to
cohesion centripetal force 7. adjust the role of principal’s leadership, 8. planning
community empowerment training or programs and 9. to build a platform of learning
community etc. Hopefully, the above suggestions may contribute to encouraging
teachers to establish a professional learning community initiatively and to fostering
professional growth of teachers as well as improve the overall quality of education as

the ultimate goal.

Keywords: teachers at elementary and secondary schools, teachers’ professional

learning community
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